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Welcome our New Executive Director
Marlon Stevens was hired as AMIHA’s Executive Director and began working with us on September 6, 2022.
Mr. Steven’s was born in Fort Defiance, Arizona and was raised on the Navajo Nation and Pueblo of Laguna.
He is an enrolled tribal member with the Navajo Nation. Mr. Stevens holds
a bachelor’s degree in Information Technology, master’s in Business
Administration/Healthcare Administration and is currently working with the
Grand Canyon University for his doctorate in Business Administration. He
possesses over 30 years of experience in the administration and
management of federal programs in housing, healthcare, social services,
and block grant funding. Of those 30 years of experience, 10 years
consists of housing program operations, construction services and
maintenance. One of his most recent accomplishments was securing
funding under the Low-Income Housing Tax Credit program for the
Mescalero Apache Housing
Authority. The Low-Income Housing
Tax Credit development consist of a
What’s Inside
40-unit apartment complex for
transitional housing. Other notable accomplishments included
extensive renovation of rental units for the Mescalero Apache Tribe
during the COVID-19 Pandemic. He is delighted to be joining the AMIHA

Meet our New Executive
team and looks forward to offering his knowledge, skills, and abilities
Director
to us all and to continue to improve housing administration,

Emergency Rental Assistance
management, and the operations of housing resources. In his leisure
(ERA) Program Ending Soon
time he enjoys traveling, driving, sightseeing and enjoys partaking in a
healthy lifestyle which includes weightlifting.
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Emergency Rental Assistance (ERA) Program Ends
The Emergency Rental Assistance (ERA) program has come to an end.
AMIHA stopped taking applications on September 15, 2022 and will
process those final payments within the next couple of weeks.
If you have any questions, contact Susan Subish, Grants Management
Specialist at 951-595-5485 or ssubish@amiha.org.

Happy California American Indian Day
All Mission Indian Housing
Authority

Historical Facts:
Native American Day began in California in 1939, when
Governor Culbert Olson dedicated October 1st as “Indian Day.”
In 1968, California Tribal Leaders and Governor Ronald Reagan
declared the fourth Friday of September as “California Indian
Day.”

27368 Via Industria, Suite 113
Temecula, CA 92590
951-760-7390 Office
951-760-7394 Fax

The “Native American Day” celebration in September is an
official State holiday, pursuant to Assembly Bill 1953 (Baca) and
signed into law by Governor Pete Wilson on September 21,
1998. Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr., in 2011 wrote a
Governor’s Proclamation highlighting this momentous and
important day.

www.amiha.org
AMIHA is the Tribally Designated Housing Entity
(TDHE) for the following fourteen (14) Southern
California Indian Tribes:

The Native American Day Celebration has become a time
honored tradition in the Native American community.

Agua Caliente Pechanga
Cabazon

Santa Rosa

URL: https://californianativeamericanday.com/news-releases

Cahuilla

Santa Ynez

Jamul

Soboba

La Jolla

Torres-Martinez

Morongo

Twenty-Nine Palms

Pauma

Viejas

AMIHA Board of Commissioners
Executive Board
Chairman: Tim Bactad, Viejas
Vice Chair: Jennifer Garcia, Pauma
Secretary : Joseph Mirelez, Torres Martinez
Treasurer: Antonia Venegas, Soboba

Board of Commissioners
La Jolla: Summer Nelson-Morales
Santa Rosa: Dolores Odom
Santa Ynez: Mike Lopez
Torres Martinez: Joseph Mirelez

AMIHA provides differing types of services
to these tribes based on their housing
needs and direction from tribal leaderships.
AMIHA was founded in 1970 with the
purpose of providing affordable, lowincome housing to tribal members. AMIHA
serves 14 reservations in 3 counties. With
over 50 years of experience working with
multiple Indian Tribes on construction and
rehabilitation of low-income housing.
AMIHA is one of only three Indian Housing
Authorities in the State of California that
represents multiple Tribes. To date, AMIHA
has built more than 1,000 housing units in
San Diego, Riverside, and Santa Barbara
counties.

Fall Safety & Home Preventative Maintenance
Fall is in the air. The days are getting shorter, the
leaves are starting to turn red, gold and orange
and the temperature is feeling a little cooler.
As the leaves change and the days get shorter,
take the time this Autumn to get your home ready
for winter. A few easy steps might help prevent
some surprise repairs during an inconvenient time
of year.
Heating System
Your HVAC is central to keeping your home warm
during the winter. Face the challenges of winter
with these simple tips.
• Replace return air filter.
• Stock up on several air filters for the winter
and change them every month.
• Call in an HVAC contractor to test the
heating output and give the system a tune
up.
• If you don’t have a programmable
thermostat, purchase one for the system to
help lower your energy costs. In extreme
cold weather conditions, consider leaving
your thermostat at a set level.

•

•

After your furnace has been tuned up to its
maximum efficiency, take a moment to
inspect your heating ducks and vents. Dust
them off and clear away anything that may
have gotten into them over the summer.
Check your windows and doors for drafts.

Check the fireplace, woodstove and/or Chimney
Most chimney sweeps recommend an annual
sweeping but depending on how often you use the
fireplace or woodstove, you might be able to wait
on a full sweep. If you’ll be using the fireplace or
woodstove often, call a chimney sweep for an
inspection. Hopefully, you’ll have older, seasoned
firewood ready for use. Seasoned wood is best for
fires, as it burns cleaner and longer. It is
recommended to keep the firewood covered at
least 30 feet from the house.
Review home fire safety
The beginning of the heating season brings new
potential for fire hazards, so take a moment to
review fire safety in your home. Check fire
extinguishers and replace them if necessary and
change the batteries in your smoke detectors. Also
review your home fire evacuation plan with your
family.

Home Preventive Maintenance
8 Things You Should Do to Your Home Before Fall Starts
1. Clean, or possibly replace your gutters.
2. Check for drafts. (Heat loss through
windows and doors is responsible for 2530% of heating use. Replacing
weatherstripping is simple and the most
cost-effective way to keep heating costs
down.)
3. Bring your outdoor furniture in. (This helps
prolong the life of patio furniture from the
elements of rain and the cold.)
4. Change your filters. (If your filters are
clogged, it’s harder to keep your home at
the temperature you want it to be which will
increase your heating bills)
5. Fertilize your lawn. (Roots are still active
when the grass isn’t growing, so applying
fertilizer will prevent winter damage.)

6. Check Plumbing (To prevent pipes from
freezing and bursting, ensure that the pipes
are well insulated.)
7. Check Attic Ventilation (Be sure attic
insulation doesn’t cover vents, and that
ridge vents are free of plants and debris).
8. Inspect your roof. (When fall’s rains arrive,
few things make the season more
miserable than a leaky roof.)

Housing Program News
Change of Income / Recertification

Re-certification is done every three years. The purpose
of the re-examination is to determine whether there
needs to be an adjustment, increase, or decrease, of
the participant’s monthly payment.

Failure to comply with Re-Examination

to institute the maximum required monthly payment
amount, effective the first day of the month following
the month in which the information was requested.
If you have any questions, contact Abriana Soto,
Housing Administrator at 951-760-7390 or email at
asoto@amiha.org.

If a participant fails to provide the information requested
by the due date, it shall be the policy of the AMIHA

Home Inspections

Home inspections will now be completed in person. The following precautions will take place to ensure the safety of
staff, participants, and the community.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Employees must contact participants one day prior to scheduled inspections to see if anyone in their home
is sick or has been exposed to COVID-19. Employees should reschedule home inspection if any risk is
present at the home.
Participants who are feeling ill or demonstrating symptoms of COVID-19 must contact the employee to
reschedule their appointment or inspection.
Employees must wear Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), including masks and gloves during home visits
or inspections; frequently use hand sanitizer; practice physical distancing, and follow local and state
guidelines.
Maintain social distancing during the home inspection.
AMIHA will provide additional safety measures to protect staff form COVID-19 (Plastic shield barrier,
masks, plastic gloves, hand sanitizer, Lysol, protective overalls.)
Inspector will follow all tribal COVID-19 protocols.

If you have any questions please contact John Osuna, Housing Manager
at 951-533-4342 or email at josuna@amiha.org.

How to Apply for AMIHA Housing

Steps to Apply:
1. Complete a housing application and provide the required documentation. Visit www.amiha.org to download an
application or contact AMIHA to request an application.
2. Your application will be reviewed by Abriana Soto, Housing Administrator, and you will be notified by mail if your
application was approved or denied.
3. Once approved you will be placed on the housing waiting list.
4. Stay up to date- every year you will be required to update your housing application along with verifications
required.
5. For more information contact Abriana Soto, Housing Administrator at 951-760-7390 or asoto@amiha.org.

Emergency Maintenance - When to Contact? Why? & Who to contact?

An emergency maintenance request applies when any condition is present that may constitute an immediate threat to health,
safety, or property. Examples, loss of heating or air conditioner, serious water leaks, electrical hazards. Contact: Jeanette Denton,
Project Coordinator at 951-746-9480 or Greg Stellman, Construction Supervisor at 951-401-9523 for emergency maintenance
concerns.

Homeowner Reminders:

• Payments are due on the 1st of the month, after the 10th you will receive a $30.00 late fee
• Applicants and Participants, please remember it is your responsibility to notify AMIHA with any changes to your mailing
address, phone number, email address, and income
• Participants that fail to provide Re-Certification requested by the due date will then be charged maximum payment amount

Office Updates
We are open Monday through Friday
8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Please make an
appointment if you need to meet with
staff.
AMIHA will follow all COVID-19
protocols to ensure the safety of
participants, and staff. The following
safety measures will be taken during
your visit to the office:

Construction Corner
AMIHA’s new housing construction progress:

Cahuilla: 2018 ICDBG- 3 new homes

1. Masks Required
2. Please do not visit the office if you
are feeling sick
3. Appointments Only- No Walk Ins
If you would like to have a contactless
appointment, staff may assist you by
phone, email, or fax to obtain
documents or answer questions as
needed. Thank you.

Holiday Office Closures

Sept. 23rd- American Indian Day
Oct. 10th- Indigenous Peoples’ Day
Nov. 11th- Veteran’s Day
Nov. 24-25 Thanksgiving

Need to make a Payment?
1. Visit the AMIHA website at
www.amiha.org, click on “Make
a Payment” enter credit card
information.
2. Mail in a payment to:
27368 Via Industria, Suite
113, Temecula, CA 92590
Call Brigett Matta, Accounts
Manager to make a payment
over the phone at
951-760-7390.

Santa Rosa: 2018/2019 IHBG Competitive grant- 3 new homes

Construction Corner (con.)
Soboba: 2018/2019 IHBG Competitive grant- 2 New homes

La Jolla: 2018- 3 New homes, here we have one completed house and a (potential site)

AMIHA is excited to continue to do what it does best, build homes for tribal communities, and
looks forward to seeing happy homeowners.

NEED HELP WITH YOUR ENERGY BILL?
If you’re behind on your energy bill, you may qualify for financial assistance. Learn more at sdge.com/assistance. #sdge
#SDGEAssist

1. Hardship is everywhere right now – the last thing you need to worry about is your energy bill. Get help
with your bill at sdge.com/assistance. #sdge
#SDGEAssist
2. SDG&E provides assistance programs to help you
with your monthly bill which can include up to a
30% discount. Find out if you qualify at
sdge.com/assistance. #sdge #SDGEAssist
3. Whether you rent or own, you could be eligible to
receive no-cost, energy-efficient home
improvements that can make your home more
comfortable and help reduce your energy bill. Find
out if you qualify at sdge.com/ESA. #sdge
#SDGEAssist

SAVE 18% ON YOUR MONTHLY ELECTRIC BILL WITH FERA
SDG&E recognizes this is still a challenging time for many
customers. Even if you have never qualified for assistance
before, you may be eligible now. If you have three or more
people in your household and are having a hard time paying your
electric bill, you may be eligible for an 18% discount on your
electric bill. To apply, visit sdge.com/FERA.

MISSION STATEMENT
To provide safe, affordable, and decent housing for Indian people
residing on the reservations that incorporates traditional concepts
and values. To seek out and effectively administer innovative
programs to maintain the existing housing stock and to create
new housing opportunities for the residents we serve.

Meet our New Team Member
Ana Hernandez Farnsworth was hired as AMIHA’s Operations Office Clerk.
She was born in Guadalajara, Mexico and was raised in Chula Vista,
California. She began working with AMIHA on August 4, 2022, and is happy
to be a part of an agency that enriches the lives of so many people. Ana
comes with more than 15 years of office administration experience and
with over 11 years of experience in financial counseling, operations, and
analytical reporting. In her free time, she likes to spend time camping with
her family and two dogs, enjoys drawing, reading, and crafting.

Homeowner’s Assistance Program (HAF) Coming Soon
The HAF program will commence very soon! Notifications will be sent out as soon as this program
begins accepting applications.
The purpose of the Homeowner Assistance Fund (HAF) is to prevent mortgage delinquencies and
defaults, foreclosures, loss of utilities or home energy services, and displacement of homeowners
experiencing financial hardship after January 21, 2020, associated with the coronavirus pandemic.
AMIHA will have a tailored program fit to meet with the needs of the tribal communities that are part
of the AMIHA consortium.
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