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Emergency Rental Assistance (ERA) Program, Treasury Dept
ERA funds are only available until September 2022! Assistance is available to low-income families
living on or off reservation who have experienced a financial impact due to the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic. This funding is to support families to maintain housing stability.
To be eligible, households must be obligated to pay rent and have experienced a financial hardship
related to COVID-19 or have qualified for unemployment during the pandemic, and the household
income is at or below 80% of area median income.
To apply for rent and/or utility assistance, complete an application, and provide required
documents. Visit the AMIHA website at www.amiha.org to download the application or you may
contact the AMIHA office to request an application to be mailed or emailed to you. If you have any
questions, contact Susan Subish, Grants Management Specialist at 951-595-5485 or
ssubish@amiha.org or Rozee Blanco, Grants Management Assistant at 951-760-7390 or
rblanco@amiha.org.
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Meet our New Employee
Brigett Matta was hired as AMIHA’s Accounts Manager. She was
born and raised in the beautiful city of Las Cruces, New Mexico
and moved to California in 2020. She began working with AMIHA
on June 6, 2022, and is overjoyed to become part of a greater
mission to help those in need. She has about 6 months
experience in the office and accounts management field, and
she recently graduated with my bachelor’s degree in Business
Administration in May 2022.
Furthermore, she earned four additional
management and business microcredentials during her time in school, and
she is eager to apply her newfound skills
to her new position. In her free time, she
likes to spend time with her three children
and three dogs at the beach, hiking,
watching movies or going to Disneyland.

HUD Announces 147 million to Tribal
Communities for Affordable Housing and
Community Development
We are pleased to announce that the AMIHA has received
grant funding for 3 new ICDBGs and 3 new IHBG
Competitive Grants. The 3 ICDBGs are for $635,000 each
and will produce 2 single family homes on 3 reservations:
the La Jolla, Torres Martinez, and Viejas reservations. One
of the IHBG Competitive grants is a multi-tribe grant for
$3,250,000 that will produce 10 single family homes (2 in
Cahuilla, 2 in La Jolla, 2 in Pauma, 2 in Santa Rosa, and 2
in Viejas).
A second IHBG Competitive grant for $2,000,000 will
produce 6 single family homes on the Torres Martinez
reservation.
The third IHBG Competitive grant is for $1,826,050 and will
produce 5 single family homes on the Santa Ynez
reservation. Construction on these 27 single family homes
is scheduled to begin late 2023 and early 2024.

AMIHA Board of Commissioners
Executive Board
Chairman: Tim Bactad, Viejas
Vice Chair: Jennifer Garcia, Pauma
Secretary: Leonella Leash, Cahuilla
Treasurer: Antonia Venegas, Soboba

Board of Commissioners
La Jolla: Summer Nelson-Morales
Santa Rosa: Dolores Odom
Santa Ynez: Mike Lopez
Torres Martinez: Joseph Mirelez
Welcome Summer Nelson-Morales as AMIHA’s new
La Jolla Commissioner!

All Mission Indian Housing
Authority
27368 Via Industria, Suite 113
Temecula, CA 92590
951-760-7390 Office
951-760-7394 Fax

www.amiha.org
AMIHA is the Tribally Designated Housing Entity
(TDHE) for the following fourteen (14) Southern
California Indian Tribes:
Agua Caliente Pechanga
Cabazon

Santa Rosa

Cahuilla

Santa Ynez

Jamul

Soboba

La Jolla

Torres-Martinez

Morongo

Twenty-Nine Palms

Pauma

Viejas

AMIHA provides differing types of services
to these tribes based on their housing
needs and direction from tribal leaderships.
AMIHA was founded in 1970 with the
purpose of providing affordable, lowincome housing to tribal members. AMIHA
serves 14 reservations in 3 counties. With
over 50 years of experience working with
multiple Indian Tribes on construction and
rehabilitation of low-income housing.
AMIHA is one of only three Indian Housing
Authorities in the State of California that
represents multiple Tribes. To date, AMIHA
has built more than 1,000 housing units in
San Diego, Riverside, and Santa Barbara
counties.

Summer Safety & Home Preventative Maintenance
When the warmer weather hits, there’s
nothing better than the smell of food on the
grill.
There’s nothing like outdoor grilling. It’s one of the most
popular ways to cook food. But a grill placed too close
to anything that can burn is a fire hazard. They can be
very hot, causing burn injuries. Follow these simple tips
and you will be on the way to safe grilling

Safety Tips
•

•
•
•

•

There are several ways to get the charcoal
ready to use.
If you use a starter fluid, use only charcoal
starter fluid. Never add charcoal fluid or any
other flammable liquids to the fire.
Keep charcoal fluid out of the reach of children
and away from heat sources.
There are also electric charcoal starters, which
do not use fire. Be sure to use an extension
cord for outdoor use.
When you are finished grilling, let the coals
completely cool before disposing in a metal
container.

•
•
•
•

Propane and charcoal BBQ grills should only be
used outdoors.
The grill should be placed well away from the
home, deck railings and out from under eaves
and overhanging branches.
Keep children and pets at least three feet away
from the grill area.
Never leave your grill unattended
Always make sure your gas grill lid is open
before lighting it.

•

Charcoal Grills

Facts
 July is the peak month for grill fires.
 Roughly half of the injuries involving grills
are thermal burns.

Information from the National Fire Protection
Association. Nfpa.org/education

Propane Grills

Check the gas tank hose for leaks before using it for
the first time each year. Apply a light soap and water
solution to the hose. A propane leak will release
bubbles. If your grill has a gas leak, by smell or the
soapy bubble test, and there is no flame, turn off both
the gas tank and the grill. If the leak stops, get the grill
serviced by a professional before using it again. If the
leak does not stop, call the fire department. If you smell
gas while cooking, immediately get away from the grill
and call the fire department. Do not move the grill.
If the flame goes out, turn the grill and gas off and wait
at least 5 minutes before relighting it.

Home Preventative Maintenance
Indoor Summer Home Maintenance
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Do a test of your smoke detectors
Get your cooling system ready
Dust the ceiling fan blades and check that
the fan is working properly
Get your chimney cleaned or serviced
Check the carbon monoxide detectors
Clean the garbage disposal
Clean the windows from the inside
Change the filter in the air conditioner
Put a sturdy mat at the door to avoid
tracking in dirt

Outdoor Summer Home Maintenance
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Clean your grill to prep for summer
barbequing
Wash down your porch
Check for outdoor leaks
Care for plants
Protect your home against bugs and ants,
caulk your windows and doors
Remove all branches within 10 feet of any
chimney or stovepipe outlet
Remove all dead plans, grass, and weeds

Housing Program News
Change of Income Check List

Each year AMIHA reviews participant’s annual income
and mails each household a “Change of Income Check
List.”
Participants are required to return the “Change of
Income Check List” form to AMIHA within 30 days, even
if there have not been any changes to the family
income.

This information allows AMIHA to examine your income
to determine whether your monthly payment needs to
be adjusted (increase or decrease).
If you have any questions, contact Abriana Soto,
Housing Administrator at 951-760-7390 or email at
asoto@amiha.org.

Home Inspections

Home inspections will now be completed in person. The following precautions will take place to ensure the safety of
staff, participants, and the community.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Employees must contact participants one day prior to scheduled inspections to see if anyone in their home
is sick or has been exposed to COVID-19. Employees should reschedule home inspection if any risk is
present at the home.
Participants who are feeling ill or demonstrating symptoms of COVID-19 must contact the employee to
reschedule their appointment or inspection.
Employees must wear Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), including masks and gloves during home visits
or inspections; frequently use hand sanitizer; practice physical distancing, and follow local and state
guidelines.
Maintain social distancing during the home inspection.
AMIHA will provide additional safety measures to protect staff form COVID-19 (Plastic shield barrier,
masks, plastic gloves, hand sanitizer, Lysol, protective overalls.)
Inspector will follow all tribal COVID-19 protocols.

If you have any questions please contact John Osuna, Housing Manager
at 951-533-4342 or email at josuna@amiha.org.

How to Apply for AMIHA Housing

Steps to Apply:
1. Complete a housing application and provide the required documentation. Visit www.amiha.org to download an
application or contact AMIHA to request an application.
2. Your application will be reviewed by Abriana Soto, Housing Administrator, and you will be notified by mail if your
application was approved or denied.
3. Once approved you will be placed on the housing waiting list.
4. Stay up to date- every year you will be required to update your housing application along with verifications
required.
5. For more information contact Abriana Soto, Housing Administrator at 951-760-7390 or asoto@amiha.org.

Emergency Maintenance - When to Contact? Why? & Who to contact?

An emergency maintenance request applies when any condition is present that may constitute an immediate threat to
health, safety, or property. Examples, loss of heating or air conditioner, serious water leaks, broken doors or windows,
or electrical hazards. Jeanette Carvajal is now AMIHA’s new Project Coordinator, you may contact her at 951-746-9480
or Greg Stellman, Construction Supervisor at 951-401-9523 for emergency maintenance concerns.

Homeowner Reminders:

• Payments are due on the 1st of the month, after the 10th you will receive a $30.00 late fee
• Applicants and Participants, please remember it is your responsibility to notify AMIHA with any changes to your mailing
address, phone number, email address, and income
• Participants that fail to provide Re-Certification requested by the due date will then be charged maximum payment
amount

Office Updates
We are open Monday thru Friday 8:00
am to 4:30 pm. Please make an
appointment if you need to meet with
staff.
AMIHA will follow all COVID-19
protocols to ensure the safety of
participants, and staff. The following
safety measures will be taken during
your visit to the office:

Construction Corner
Here is one of the latest projects AMIHA is working on. All homes are
scheduled to be completed in 2022.

There’s
No
Place
Like
Home!

1. Masks Required
2. Please do not visit the office if you
are feeling sick
3. Appointments Only- No Walk Ins
If you would like to have a contactless
appointment, staff may assist you by
phone, email, or fax to obtain
documents or answer questions as
needed. Thank you.

Holiday Office Closures
June 20th- Juneteenth
July 4th- Independence Day
Santa
Rosa
homes in
progress

Need to make a Payment?
1. Visit the AMIHA website at
www.amiha.org, click on
“Make a Payment” enter
credit card information.
2. Mail in a payment to:
27368 Via Industria, Suite
113, Temecula, CA 92590
Call Brigett Matta, Accounts
Manager to make a payment
over the phone at
951-760-7390.

More
Photos
to
come!

OVERDUE SDG&E BILLS?

We know for many, meeting everyday needs isn’t easy.
If you have past-due bills and are a CARE or FERA
customer, you may be eligible for debt forgiveness
through our Arrearage Management Payment (AMP)
plan. This plan offers eligible customers help with
reducing their past due account balances. To see if you
qualify, visit sdge.com/AMP.

SDG&E’s ACCESSIBLE INFORMATION,
RESOURCES AND SERVICES
SDG&E is committed to supporting its customers who
have access and functional needs. Do you or does
someone in your household have a disability or use
an electronic medical device for health, safety, or
independence? Do you prefer to receive information
in a language other than English? SDG&E provides
certain communications in over twenty languages
including American Sign Language (ASL).
Billing statements are available in large font or Braille
for those who are blind or have low-vision. Depending
on your needs, you may also qualify for bill discount
programs at sdge.com/assistance.
Visit sdge.com/AFN to learn more about SDG&E’s
accessible resources, programs, and services.

MISSION STATEMENT
To provide safe, affordable, and decent housing for Indian people
residing on the reservations that incorporates traditional concepts
and values. To seek out and effectively administer innovative
programs to maintain the existing housing stock and to create new
housing opportunities for the residents we serve.

2022 AMERIND Safety Contest Winners!
Check out this year’s AMERIND Safety Poster Contest Winners at the AMIHA Level:
*Each won a $50.00 Target gift card from AMIHA.

Grade: K-3 category

Grade: 7-8 category

Joe Tortes J., Torres Martinez
Grade: 4-6 category

Harriet Rice, Morongo

Congratulations and thank
you for taking part in the
2022 AMERIND Safety
Poster Contest!
The winners at this level went on
to the regional housing authority
level and if selected move on the
National level.

Rain Morales, Morongo
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Temecula, CA 92590

